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REPORT 


The  Committee  on  Qualification  of  Teachers  respectfully 
report,  that  an  Examination  of  Candidates  for  Certificates  of 
Qualification  as  Assistant  Teachers  in  Grammar,  Secondary 
and  Primary  Schools  of  the  First  School  District  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  was  held  at  the  Locust  Street  School  Plouse,  Twelfth 
and  Locust  Streets,  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  May  29th  and 
30th,  1863. 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  were  aided  by  Prof.  Maguire, 
Messrs.  Parker,  Cressman,  Rainier,  Stirling,  J.  H.  Eldredge, 
and  Peirce,  Principals  of  Grammar  Schools. 

Annexed  will  be  found  a  copy  of  the  Questions  submitted, 
with  the  Rules  observed  in  conducting  the  Examination ;  to 
which  are  appended  the  results,  showing  the  averages  of  each 
applicant  in  the  several  branches  of  study. 

The  Committee  decided  that  Candidates  who  obtain  an 
average  of  TO  or  over,  on  the  Questions  submitted  for  First 
and  Second  Assistants,  are  entitled  to  Certificates  for  the 
situation  of  First  Assistant  in  a  Grammar  School ;  those  who 
obtain  65,  and  under  TO,  on  the  same  Questions,  Certificates 
as  Second  Assistant ;  and  those  who  obtain  65  and  upwards, 
on  the  Questions  for  Third  Assistants,  Certificates  as  Third 
Assistant. 
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There  were  5  applicants  for  the  position  of  First  and  Second, 
and  120  for  1  hird  Assistant  Teachers  in  a  Grammar  School. 

There  were  found  qualified  : 

For  First  Assistant  in  a  Grammar  School,  2 

For  Third  “  u  “  40. 

History  and  Constitution  have  been  taken  together  and 
marked  as  one  average,  and  Arithmetic  has  been  marked  as 
two  averages ;  it  having  been  believed  that  purely  memorized 
subjects  have  exercised  too  great  an  influence  in  determining 
who  shall  receive  Certificates,  and  that  Arithmetic,  which 
involves  considerable  thought,  mental  power  and  preparation, 
Las  exercised  too  little. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

TIIOS.  G.  HOLLINGSWORTH, 
CHARLES  WELSH, 

W.  F.  COOPER, 

JAMES  LEES, 

CIIAS.  A.  YEAGER, 

Committee  on  Qualification  of  Teachers. 

Note. — The  Questions  in  Mensuration  were  prepared  and  examined  by  Prof. 
Maguire;  those  in  Grammar  and  Parsing  by  Mr.  Parker;  those  in  Arithmetic 
by  Mr.  Cresstnan  ;  those  in  History  and  Constitution  by  Mr.  Rainier;  those  in 
Geography  by  Mr.  Stirling,  and  those  in  Etymology  and  Definitions  by  Mr. 
Eldredge.  The  Penmanship  was  estimated  by  Mr.  Peirce. 

In  computing  the  averages,  the  candidates  were  marked  a  dash  for  all  studies 
in  which  the  papers  were  not  returned  to  the  Committee,  and  cipher  when 
returned  and  valued  nothing;  and  the  names  of  such  only  as  attained  an  aver¬ 
age  of  G5  are  published. 

Philadelphia ,  June  15,  1863. 
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DEFINITIONS  AND  ETYMOLOGY. 

For  First  and  Second  Assistants. 

Define  the  following  words,  and  in  connection  with  each,  write 
a  sentence  of  not  less  than  ten  words,  illustrating  the  meaning : 
Misnomer,  Indigenous,  Irrigate,  Erudite,  Torpitude. 

Give  the  derivation  of  each  of  the  following  words  : 
Negligence,  Recognize,  Inimical,  Verdict,  Privilege. 

For  Third  Assistants. 

Define  the  following  words,  and  in  connection  with  each,  write 
a  sentence  of  not  less  than  ten  words,  illustrating  the  meaning : 
Risible,  Epitome,  Lachrymal,  Facetious,  Irrelevant. 

Give  the  derivation  of  each  of  the  following  words  : 

Obedient,  Simple,  Unprincipled,  Premonitory,  Retributive. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

For  First  and  Second  Assistants. 

1.  What  divisions  of  land  and  water  in  the  Western  Hemis¬ 

phere  are  in  East  longitude  from  Greenwich  ? 

2.  What  countries  and  islands  of  the  Eastern  Hemisphere  are 

situated  between  the  Tropic  of  Cancer  and  the  Equator? 

3.  Where  are  the  following  cities  :  Prague,  Manilla,  Mara- 

caybo,  and  Nassau  ? 

4.  Describe  the  following  rivers :  Hoang  Ho,  Rhone,  and 

Volga. 

5.  What  bodies  of  water  are  connected  by  the  following 

straits  :  Bosporus,  Matsmay,  and  Mackinaw  ? 

GEOGRAPHY. 

For  Third  Assistants. 

1.  What  courses  would  you  take,  and  on  what  waters  would 
you  sail,  in  a  voyage  from  Lisbon  to  Calcutta  ? 
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2.  What  is  the  latitude  of  the  most  northern  and  southern 
points  of  Africa,  and  what  countries  of  Africa  are  in 
West  longitude  ? 

8.  Where  are  the  following  cities:  Corfu,  Batavia,  Madras, 
and  Halifax  ? 

4.  Describe  the  Danube,  Bio  Grande,  and  Niger  rivers. 

5.  Where  are  the  following  mountains  :  Stromboli,  Geral,  and 

Taurus  ? 


MENSURATION. 

For  First  and  Second  Assistants. 

1.  The  hypothenuse  of  a  triangle  is  100  feet,  the  base  60  feet, 

what  is  the  diameter  of  a  circle  containing  an  equal 
area  ? 

2.  It  is  required  to  lay  out  one  acre  in  a  rectangular  form, 

having  the  length  to  the  breadth  in  the  ratio  of  8  to  5. 

8.  The  diameter  of  a  circle  is  24  chains,  what  is  the  circum¬ 
ference  of  one  containing  one-fourth  the  area  ? 

4.  Required  the  convex  surface  of  a  frustum  of  a  cone,  the 

diameters  of  the  ends  beiim  5  and  4  feet,  and  the  slant 
height  6  feet. 

5.  Define  zone  of  a  circle ,  zone  of  a  sphere,  prismoid  and  pen - 

tagonal  pyramid. 

MENSURATION. 

For  Third  Assistants. 

1.  Given  the  base  of  a  triangle  35  feet,  the  hypothenuse  112 

feet,  to  find  the  perpendicular. 

2.  The  area  of  an  isosceles  triangle  is  324  feet,  the  perpen¬ 

dicular  is  18  feet,  required  the  diagonal  of  an  inscribed 
square. 

8.  The  area  of  a  square  field  is  28.8  acres,  required  the 
diagonal. 

4.  The  sides  of  a  triangle  are  14,  18  and  24  yards,  what  is 
the  circumference  of  a  circle  containing  the  same  area  ? 
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5.  The  diameters  of  two  concentric  circles  are  6  and  10  chains, 
required  the  area  of  the  circular  ring  contained  between 
their  circumferences. 


PARSING. 

For  First  and  Second  Assistants. 

Parse  the  words  italicized  and  numbered  in  the  following  lines : 
“  The  way  of  ancient  ordinance,  though  it  winds, 

Is  yet  no  devious  way.  Straight  forward  goes 

i 

The  lightning’s  path,  and  straight  the  fearful  path 

2 

Of  the  cannon  ball.  Direct  it  flies  and  rapid , 

3 

Shattering  that  it  may  reach,  and  shattering  what  it  reaches. 
My  son,  the  road  the  human  being  travels, 

4 

That  on  which  blessing  comes  and  goes,  doth  follow 
The  river’s  course,  the  valley’s  playful  windings, 

Honoring  the  holy  bounds  of  property. 

5 

And  thus  secure,  though  late,  leads  to  its  end.” 


PARSING. 

For  Third  Assistants. 

Parse  the  words  italicized  and  numbered  in  the  following  lines : 
“  And  is  there  care  in  heaven?  And  is  there  love 
In  heavenly  spirits  to  these  creatures  base, 

i 

That  may  compassion  of  their  evils  move  ? 

2 

There  is  :  else  much  more  wretched  were  the  case 

3 

Of  men  than  beasts.  But  0,  the  exceeding  grace 
Of  highest  God,  that  loves  his  creatures  so, 

And  all  his  wTorks  with  mercy  doth  embrace, 

4 

That  blessed  angels  he  sends  to  and  fro, 

5 

To  serve  to  wicked  man,  to  serve  his  wicked  foe  !  ” 
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ARITHMETIC. 

For  First  and  Second  Assistants. 

1.  Define  discount  and  bank  discount.  Which  is  the  greater  ? 

Why  ? 

2.  How  do  you  point  off  a  decimal  before  extracting  the  cube 

root  of  it  ?  Why  ? 

3.  Write  in  words  the  following  numbers: — 1st,  jBouu?  2d, 

.0607;  3d,  600To?oo;  4th,  600.0007. 

4.  What  must  be  the  face  of  a  bankable  note,  so  that  when 

discounted  for  60  days,  the  proceeds  may  be  $5928.05? 

5.  What  must  a  hatter  ask  for  hats  that  cost  $4.50  each, 

that  he  may  fall  ten  per  cent,  on  the  asking  price,  and 
still  gain  ten  per  cent,  on  the  cost  ? 

6.  A  person  owes  $200,  due  in  3  months,  and  $400,  due  in 

2  months.  What  is  the  equated  time  of  payment  ? 
Give  a  full  explanation  of  the  solution. 

7.  An  apothecary  bought  a  quantity  of  quinine  at  $4  an 

oz.  (Avoirdupois  Weight,)  and  made  it  into  pills  of  one 
grain  each,  (Apothecaries’  Weight,)  which  he  sold  for  25 
cents  a  dozen.  What  did  he  gain  per  cent.  ? 

8.  A  garrison  of  1500  men  had  provisions  enough  to  allow 

each  man  2  lbs.  a  day  for  80  days.  After  25  days  they 
received  a  re-enforcement  of  500  men  with  50000  lbs. 
of  provisions.  What  must  be  the  daily  allowance  to 
each  man  that  the  provisions  may  last  them  60  days 
longer  ? 

9.  A  and  B  bought  three  town  lots  for  $1200,  of  which  A 

paid  $500  and  B  the  remainder.  They  each  took  a  lot, 
and  sold  the  third  one  for  $600.  How  should  this  money 
be  divided  between  them  ? 

10.  Find  the  cube  root  of  the  following  expression  to  the  third 
decimal  place : — 

[(8  -  2  x  3)3  +  (64)*]  +  |  — 


8  x  v/  2.1  —  1.2. 
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ARITHMETIC. 

For  Third  Assistants. 

1.  Define  simple  interest  and  compound  interest.  Which  is 

the  greater  ?  Why  ? 

2.  Why  do  ciphers  placed  to  the  right  of  a  decimal  have  no 

effect  upon  its  value  ? 

3.  Write  in  words  the  following  numbers  : — 1st,  T20°o3o  >  2d, 

.203;  3d,  200To3oo;  4th,  200.003. 

4.  What  would  be  received  for  a  note  for  §3,000,  payable  in 

60  davs,  discounted  at  bank  ? 

o.  A  person  bought  railway  shares  at  4  per  cent,  below  par, 
and  sold  them  at  8  per  cent,  above  par.  What  per  cent, 
did  he  gain  ? 

6.  Reduce  1£  8s.  9d.  to  the  decimal  of  a  guinea.  Explain 

the  work  as  you  proceed. 

7.  What  is  the  difference,  in  the  lower  denominations  of  Troy 

Weight,  between  an  ounce  Avoirdupois  Weight  and  an 
ounce  Apothecaries’  Weight? 

8.  On  this  day,  the  30th  of  May,  1863,  a  person  borrows 

§900,  payable  when  it  amounts  to  §1000,  at  six  per 
cent,  simple  interest.  On  what  day  is  it  due? 

9.  A  and  B  gained  §100  in  trade,  of  which  A,  who  had  in¬ 

vested  §500  for  4  months,  received  §40  ;  and  B,  whose 
capital  had  been  invested  for  '5  months,  received  the 
remainder.  What  sum  had  B  invested  ? 

10.  Find  the  square  root  of  the  following  expression  to  the 
third  decimal  place  : — 

[(6  +  2  x  3)2  — (16)^]  x  A  —  2  - 
HISTORY  AND  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITEfi  STATES. 

For  First  and  Second  Assistants. 

1.  Describe  the  charter  granted  to  Massachusetts  in  1692. 

Who  was  the  first  royal  Governor  under  that  charter  ? 

2.  What  battle  preceded  the  capture  of  the  American  capital 

by  the  British  army  during  the  Revolutionary  War  ? 
Give  the  date  of  its  capture. 
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3. 


A 


o. 


6. 


( . 

8. 


Describe  the  treaties  made  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  in  1842  and  in  1846. 

"Which  of  the  thirteen  colonies  did  not  alter  its  constitu¬ 
tion  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War?  When  was 
it  altered  ?  Describe  the  difficulty  that  occurred  at  that 
time. 

Which  two  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  alter 
materially  the  original  Constitution  ?  In  what  manner  ? 

What  is  necessary  before  any  money  can  be  drawn  from 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  ?  What  is  the  object 
of  this  prohibition  ? 

Under  what  limitation  may  a  State  alter  its  Constitution? 

Wh  at  provision  is  made  in  the  Constitution  with  regard 
to  the  compensation  of  the  Judges  of  the  United  States 
Courts  ?  Of  the  President  ?  Of  Members  of  Congress  ? 


HISTORY  AND  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

For  Third  Assistants. 

1.  Describe  the  attempts  made  to  effect  a  settlement  on 

Roanoke  island  during  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth 
century. 

2.  When  did  the  British  Army  evacuate  Philadelphia?  What 

led  to  its  evacuation  ? 

3.  Describe  General  Hull’s  invasion  of  Canada. 

4.  During  whose  administration  and  in  what  year  did  the 

Seminole  war  commence?  When  and  by  whom  was  it 
finally  brought  to  a  close  ? 

5.  IIow  might  the  President  prevent  or  delay  the  passage  of 

a  hill  ?  Wrhat  provision  is  made  in  the  Constitution  to 
prevent  such  a  contingency? 

6.  IIow  is  the  representative  population  of  each  State  ascer¬ 

tained. 

T.  IIow  can  Congress  acquire  property  in  a  State? 

8.  Name  the  nine  subjects  in  which  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  have  jurisdiction. 


APPLICANTS  FOR  CERTIFICATES  FOR  FIRST  AND  SECOND  ASSISTANTS, 
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Laura  Spering .  17 

Mary  J.  Connell....  17 
Fannie  M.  Singer...  19 

5  Annie  A.  Sellers....  18 

I 

6  J.  Cameron .  19 

7  Mary  A.  Mackey...  18 

8  Emily  S.  Bagiot .  17 

9  j  Maggie  Mclntire...  20 

10  Alary  E.  Boyd . 18}/£ 

11  Bell  Miller . 18k 

I 
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*  Third  Assistaut,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  a  sufficient  amount  of  experience. 
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